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A.P. English Literature 2021 Summer Reading Choices Alphabetical Order  

 (*=adult themes)  

 
While there is no written summer assignment, students may want to choose from the 
selections below for reading through the summer of 2021. 
   

 BOOK                            Description           BOOK    Description 

 

Barbery, Muriel.  The 
Elegance of the 
Hedgehog. (2008) 

 

A humoristic look at life 
philosophically 

 

Benioff, David.  City of 
Thieves (2008) 

 

WW2, Nazis are setting 
siege to Leningrad and 
two young men are 
thrown together to save 
their lives on a ridiculous 
mission of securing a 
dozen eggs. 

 

*Bradley, Marion Zimmer. 
Mists of Avalon (1987) 

 

The Arthurian legend 
reimagined. 

 

 

*Boo, Katherine.  Behind 
the Beautiful Forevers.  
(2014) 

 

A rich story of multiple 
lives in Mumbai, India 

 

Coelho, Paulo.  The 
Winner Stands Alone. 
(2008) 

 

Set during the Cannes Film 
Festival, France. Movie 
stars, models, and the 

wealthy converge on the 
city for one week and for 
the first time in the city’s 

history, a murder occurs at 
the start of the festival. 

 

Dick, Philip K.  Do Androids 
Dream of Electric 
Sheep? (1996) 

 

Earth has moved most of its 
population to Mars and the  
runaway droids have come 
to Earth to live like humans.  
The bounty hunters’ job is 
to uncover who is human 

and who is a droid. 
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Fforde, Jasper.  The Well of 
Lost Plots. (2004) 

 

A mystery set in a world of 
books and the characters 

in the books are alive.  One 
lucky human finds herself 

brought into this 
mysterious world. 

 

Finney, Jack (forward: 
Dean Koontz).  The 
Invasion of the Body 
Snatchers (1995) 

 

One of the original 
American alien horror 

novels, Finney creates an 
alarming new world in 

which aliens have taken 
over human bodies and you 

don’t know who in your 
town is a human any more. 

 BOOK + link  Description           BOOK + link  Description 

 

Gaardner, Jostein.  
Sophie’s World. (1996) 

 

A look at the world of  
philosophy through 14 
year old Sophie’s eyes 

 

Gaiman, Neil.  
Neverwhere. (1998) 

 

The protagonist discovers a 
magical door to a secret 

underground world 
beneath London that is far 

more interesting and 
magical than his real world 

above ground. 

 

* Hosseini, Khaled.  The 
Kite Runner (2003).   

 

Two young boys caught in 
Afghanistan’s historical 
transitional period from 

monarchy to the Taliban. 

 

Kalotay, Daphne.  Russian 
Winter (2011) 

 

A beautiful story of a 
Russian ballerina as she 

closes the chapter on her 
life.   
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Kerouac, Jack.  The 
Dharma Bums (1958)  

 

Two young men go on a 
philosophical quest in the 

Pacific Northwest. 

 

Kingsolver, Barbara.  
Poisonwood Bible. 
(1998) 

 

A family follows their 
minister father’s dream of 
bringing Christianity to the 

Congo. Four sisters grow up 
in the jungle and discover 

who they are as their mother 
wrestles with her duty as a 

wife and mother. 

 

*Kollin, Dan & Eyton. 
The Unincorporated 
Man (2009) 

 
 

300 years into America’s 
future, a man awakens from 
a  cryogenic coma to greet a 
new political and social 
system where everything is 
based on your value in 
stocks. 

 

Kostova, Elizabeth.  The 
Historian.  (2000) 

 
 
A quest to discover Vlad 

the Impaler’s truth (a 
Dracula story). 

 

*Mathis, Ayana.  The 
Twelve Tribes of Hattie 
(2013) 

 
 

Set in the tumultuous 
1920’s, we are taken on the 
life journey of 15 year old 

heroine, Hattie.  

Moore, Liz.  Heft: a Novel 
(2012) 

 
 

Two social outsiders form 
an unlikely friendship: a 
550 pound man and a 

poor 17 year old student 

 BOOK + link  Description   BOOK + link  Description  
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Myers, Walter Dean.  
Fallen Angels. (1987)  

 
 

Vietnam War book. 

 

*Salinger, J.D. The 
Catcher in the Rye 
(1945)  

 
 

Now an American  literary 
icon, 16 year old narrator 

Holden Caulfield runs away 
from yet another private 
school while he wrestles 

with his personal existential 
crisis. 

 

*See, Lisa.  Snowflower 
and the Secret Fan. 
(2009) 

 
 

Beginning at 7 years old, 
two 19th century Chinese 

girls form a lifelong 
friendship and secretly 

communicate their life’s 
hardships and successes. 

 

*Tartt, Donna.  The Little 
Friend.  (2003) 

 
 
A little boy’s murder goes 

unsolved until 12 years 
later, his sister begins her 

own  investigation.  

 

Tartt, Donna.  The Secret 
History (1992) 

 
 

New England college 
students are inspired by a 
philosophy professor to  

create their own moral code 
on campus and discover the 
philosophical power behind 
killing another human being. 

 

Towles, Amor.   A 
Gentleman in Moscow. 
(2016) 

 
 

Set in 1922 Russia during 
the Bolshevik Revolution. 
A wealthy Count writes a 
poem that imprisons him 

for life in one of Moscow’s 
famous and luxurious 

hotels.   
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Vyleta, Dan.  Smoke 
(2016) 

 
 

Dystopian England: three 
teenagers band together to 

uncover a great societal 
mystery while trying to 

survive and discover love. 
 

 

Zafon, Carlos Ruiz.  The 
Shadow of the Wind.  
(2005) 

 
 
Set in Barcelona, 1945, 
after the Spanish Civil 

War.  Someone is 
destroying all of one 

author’s books and the 
protagonist is intrigued.  

As he follows the clues, he 
immerses himself in a 

journey filled with  
murder, madness, and 

star-crossed love.   
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A.P. English Literature 2019 Summer Reading Choices  TOPICAL/GENRE ORDER 
(*=adult themes)     

 
 

Cultural Fiction (outside of American Culture): 
Benioff, David.  City of Thieves (2008)--WW2, Nazis are setting siege to Leningrad and two young 

men are thrown together to save their lives on a ridiculous mission of securing a dozen eggs. 

*Boo, Katherine.  Behind the Beautiful Forevers.  (2014) – a rich story of multiple lives in Mumbai, 
India   

*Bradley, Marion Zimmer. Mists of Avalon (1987) --Arthurian legend retold 

Coelho, Paulo.  The Winner Stands Alone. (2008) - set during the Cannes Film Festival, France. Movie 
stars, models, and the wealthy converge on the city for one week and for the first time in the 
city’s history, a murder occurs at the start of the festival. 

* Hosseini, Khaled.  The Kite Runner (2003).  Two young boys caught in Afghanistan’s historical 
change from monarchy to the Taliban. 

Kalotay, Daphne.  Russian Winter (2011) --beautiful story of a Russian ballerina.   

Kingsolver, Barbara.  Poisonwood Bible. (1998) –dream of going on a Mission trip to Africa?  

Myers, Walter Dean.  Fallen Angels. (1989) --Vietnam War book. 

*See, Lisa.  Snowflower and the Secret Fan. (2009)—life journey of two 19th century Chinese 
women’s friendship 

Towles, Amor.   A Gentleman in Moscow. (2016)--set in 1922 Russia during the Bolshevik Revolution. 
The poet protagonist is imprisoned in a lavish Russian hotel.   

Zafon, Carlos Ruiz.  The Shadow of the Wind.  (2005) – a Spanish mystery and love story. 
 

Dramatic Fiction (fully developed storylines (conflict) and characters): 
Benioff, David.  City of Thieves (2008)--WW2, Nazis are setting siege to Leningrad and two young men 

are thrown together to save their lives on a ridiculous mission of securing a dozen eggs. 

*Bradley, Marion Zimmer. Mists of Avalon (1987) --Arthurian legend retold 

*Boo, Katherine.  Behind the Beautiful Forevers.  (2014) – a rich story of multiple lives in Mumbai, 
India   

Fforde, Jasper.  The Well of Lost Plots. (2004) – a mystery set in a world of books that are alive  

Gaiman, Neil.  Neverwhere. (1998) – fantasy, underground world beneath London 

* Hosseini, Khaled.  The Kite Runner (2003).  Two young boys caught in Afghanistan’s historical 
change from monarchy to the Taliban. 

Kalotay, Daphne.  Russian Winter (2011) --beautiful story of a Russian ballerina.   



Summer 2021  7 
 

Kerouac, Jack.  The Dharma Bums (1958) - Two young men go on a philosophical quest in the Pacific 
Northwest. 

Kingsolver, Barbara.  Poisonwood Bible. (1998) –dream of going on a Mission trip to Africa?  

*Kollin, Dan & Eyton. The Unincorporated Man -- 300 years into the future, a new society, a new 
world 

Kostova, Elizabeth.  The Historian.  (2000)  --a quest to discover Vlad the Impaler’s truth (a Dracula 
story)) 

*Mathis, Ayana.  The Twelve Tribes of Hattie (2013)—1920’s story beginning with 15 year old 
heroine, Hattie 

Moore, Liz.  Heft: a Novel (2012)—a friendship between a 550 pound man and a poor 17 year old 
student 

Myers, Walter Dean.  Fallen Angels. (1989) --Vietnam War book. 

*Salinger, J.D. The Catcher in the Rye (1945) - now an American icon, 16 year old narrator Holden 
Caulfield runs away from yet another private school while he wrestles with his personal 
existential crisis. 

*See, Lisa.  Snowflower and the Secret Fan. (2009)—two 19th century Chinese young woman form a 
friendship 

*Tartt, Donna.  The Little Friend.  (2003)—unsolved murder mystery drama set in Mississippi 

Towles, Amor.   A Gentleman in Moscow. (2016)--set in 1922 Russia during the Bolshevik Revolution. 
The poet protagonist is imprisoned in a lavish Russian hotel.   

Vyleta, Dan.  Smoke (2016)--Dystopian England: three teenagers band together to uncover a great 
societal mystery while trying to survive and discover love. 

Zafon, Carlos Ruiz.  The Shadow of the Wind.  (2005) – a Spanish mystery and love story. 
 

Dystopian Literature: 
Dick, Philip K.  Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (1996)– futuristic Earth and runaway droids 

*Kollin, Dan & Eyton. The Unincorporated Man -- 300 years into the future, a new society, a new 
world 

Vyleta, Dan.  Smoke (2016)--Dystopian England: three teenagers band together to uncover a great 
societal mystery while trying to survive and discover love. 

Fantasy & Science Fiction: 
*Bradley, Marion Zimmer. Mists of Avalon (1987) --Arthurian legend retold 

Dick, Philip K.  Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (1996)– futuristic Earth and runaway droids 

Fforde, Jasper.  The Well of Lost Plots. (2004) – a mystery set in a world of books that are alive  
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Finney, Jack (forward: Dean Koontz).  The Invasion of the Body Snatchers (1995)—aliens take human 
bodies 

 Gaiman, Neil.  Neverwhere. (1998) – fantasy, underground world beneath London 

*Kollin, Dan & Eyton. The Unincorporated Man -- 300 years into the future, a new society, a new 
world 

Kostova, Elizabeth.  The Historian.  (2000)  --a quest to discover Vlad the Impaler’s truth (a Dracula 
story) 

Vyleta, Dan.  Smoke (2016)--Dystopian England: three teenagers band together to uncover a great 
societal mystery while trying to survive and discover love. 

Zafon, Carlos Ruiz.  The Shadow of the Wind.  (2005) – a Spanish mystery and love story. 

Historical Fiction: 
Benioff, David.  City of Thieves (2008)--WW2, Nazis are setting siege to Leningrad and two young 

men are thrown together to save their lives on a ridiculous mission of securing a dozen eggs. 

*Boo, Katherine.  Behind the Beautiful Forevers.  (2014) – a rich story of multiple lives in Mumbai, 
India   

* Hosseini, Khaled.  The Kite Runner (2003).  Two young boys caught in Afghanistan’s historical 
change from monarchy to the Taliban. 

Myers, Walter Dean.  Fallen Angels. (1989) --Vietnam War book. 

Towles, Amor.   A Gentleman in Moscow. (2016)--set in 1922 Russia during the Bolshevik Revolution  

Mystery: 
Coelho, Paulo.  The Winner Stands Alone. (2008) - set during the Cannes Film Festival, France. Movie 

stars, models, and the wealthy converge on the city for one week and for the first time in the 
city’s history, a murder occurs at the start of the festival. 

Fforde, Jasper.  The Well of Lost Plots. (2004) – a mystery set in a world of books that are alive  

Kostova, Elizabeth.  The Historian.  (2000)  --a quest to discover Vlad the Impaler’s truth (a Dracula 
story) 

*Tartt, Donna.  The Little Friend.  (2003)—unsolved murder mystery drama set in Mississippi 

Zafon, Carlos Ruiz.  The Shadow of the Wind.  (2005) – a Spanish mystery and love story. 

 
Philosophy: 

Barbery, Muriel.  The Elegance of the Hedgehog. (2008)—a humoristic look at life philosophically 

Gaardner, Jostein.  Sophie’s World. (1996)—a look at philosophy through 14 year old Sophie’s eyes 

Kerouac, Jack.  The Dharma Bums (1958) - Two young men go on a philosophical quest in the Pacific 
Northwest. 
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*Salinger, J.D. The Catcher in the Rye (1945) - now an American icon, 16 year old Holden Caulfield 
runs away from yet another private school while he wrestles with his personal existential crisis. 

Tartt, Donna.  The Secret History (2004)—New England college students create their own moral code  

Satire: 
Barbery, Muriel.  The Elegance of the Hedgehog. (2008))—a humoristic look at life philosophically 

Coelho, Paulo.  The Winner Stands Alone. (2008) - set during the Cannes Film Festival, France. Movie 
stars, models, and the wealthy converge on the city for one week and for the first time in the 
city’s history, a murder occurs at the start of the festival. 

Dick, Philip K.  Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (1996)– futuristic Earth and runaway droids 

Finney, Jack (forward: Dean Koontz).  The Invasion of the Body Snatchers (1995)—aliens take human 
bodies 

Gaiman, Neil.  Neverwhere. (1998) – fantasy, underground world beneath London 

Kingsolver, Barbara.  Poisonwood Bible. (1998) –dream of going on a Mission trip to Africa?  

*Kollin, Dan & Eyton. The Unincorporated Man -- 300 years into the future, a new society, a new 
world 

Tartt, Donna.  The Secret History (1992)—New England college students create their own moral code  

Towles, Amor.   A Gentleman in Moscow. (2016)--set in 1922 Russia during the Bolshevik Revolution. 
The poet protagonist is imprisoned in a lavish Russian hotel.   

Vyleta, Dan.  Smoke (2016)--Dystopian England: three teenagers band together to uncover a great 
societal mystery while trying to survive and discover love. 

 

Additional Titles: (Added for the summer of 2021) 

 

Adiche, Chimanda Ngozi Adiche THREE TITLES: 

 

Purple Hibiscus (2012) A story of family and revolution in Nigeria told through the lens of a 

fifteen-year-old girl. 

 

Half of a Yellow Sun (2007) Winner of the Women’s Prize for Fiction. An account of 1960s 

Nigeria, love and revolution through five characters. 

 

Americanah (2014) A contemporary story of immigration to the US and the UK that addresses 

questions of, “race, belonging, the overseas expeireince for the African diaspora, and the 

search for identity and a home.” (amazon.com) 

Ishiguro, Kazuo Never Let Me Go (2006) Dystopian England: students in a special boarding 

school learn a painful truth 
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Doerr, Anthony All the Light We Cannot See (2017) Award winning WWII love story set in Paris, 

France 

 

Golding, William Lord of the Flies (1954) This classic novel, the original YA dystopian world of 

shipwrecked schoolboys, may have been missed in tenth grade. Like Shelley’s Frankenstein, an 

excellent re-read. 

 

Heller, Joseph Catch 22 (1961) A classic postmodern novel set in WWII Italy 

 

Mbue, Imbolo Behold the Dreamers (2017) A contemporary account of the immigrant 

experience set in NYC. 

 

Petry, Ann The Street (1946) A novel set in Harlem in the 1940s addressing issues of 

parenthood, violence, poverty, and resilience. 

 

Shelley, Mary Frankenstein (1818) Classic novel of man’s ill-conceived creation. Excellent 

choice for students who did not read as part of their tenth grade English class 

 

 


